cHAPTER 6

“1 Am Going to Die on
This Land”

or most freed slaves,

farming was the work

they knew best. As
slaves, they had raised most of
the cotton, tobacco, rice, sugar,
and hemp crops that farmers and
planters sold for profit, as well as
most of the food grown for the
table.

When the government’s
promise of forty acres and a mule
wasn’t fulfilled, most freed people
had no choice but to continue
working for their former master.
With the support of the Freed-
men’s Bureau, many freed people
bargained for better working con-
ditions. They refused to work in
labor gangs under the supervision
of an overseer. They bargained for

For families such as this Georgia one, freedom meant the right to work for themsalves
and reap the fruit of their own labor and to live together as a family.
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